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Church of England, were to continue to share in the
government grants upon equal terms with the new in-
stitutions, but the latter were to have the benefit of local
"rates" in addition. Elementary instruction in all
schools had to be open to government inspection, and the
amount of the grant was partly determined by the report
of the inspectors. The board schools were forbidden to
allow denominational teaching, and religious instruction
in either type of school had to be placed at the beginning
or end of the school session, so that any pupil might con-
veniently withdraw if he wished.
The act of 1870 has become the basis of much school
legislation since that time. The compromise in the bill
that allowed the voluntary schools, with their sectarian
instruction, to continue receiving government support,,
however, prevented a logical and consistent system from
being established. The dual system of elementary schools
continued to be recognized in a variety of enactments.
Compulsory attendance laws were passed (1876 and 1880),,
the minimum age of exemption was first set at eleven years
of age and then raised to twelve (1893 and 1899), and an
extra grant, to take the place of tuition fees (1891), made
it possible for most board schools to become absolutely
free. Finally in 1899 there was created a national Board
of Education, which assumed the functions of the Com-
mittee of Privy Council on Education and similar agencies
for managing the interests of public education,
Subsequent educational movements. — Within a gen-
eration the board schools met with a phenomenal growth
and came to include about seventy per cent of the pupils.
They were spending about half as much again upon each
pupil as were the voluntary schools, and were able to
engage a much better staff of teachers. This extension of

